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“The State shall ensure that information is given to the public
about risks related to nuclear activities as defined in Art
L.1333-1 of the French Health Public Code and their impact
on the health and safety of people and environment.
The State is responsible for information of the public, on the
modalities and results of the nuclear safety and radiation
protection controls as defined in art. L.591-1. […]”

Public information

A legal requirement for ASN: Article L125-13 of

the French environment code
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• After a severe accident (Epinal accident) a tool was
needed to provide the public with accessible
information and to facilitate the understanding of
the severity of an event

• Unfortunatly, at that time, INES scale did not
cover events concerning persons exposed
intentionally in the context of medical
procedures (patients)

Public information
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• First version in July, 2007 elaborated by ASN with 

SFRO (French society of radiation oncologists) 

and tested for a 12-month period

• Evaluated with professionals (SFRO and SFPM, 

French society of medical physicists) until June, 

2008

Final scale was published on ASN website in July, 

2008

Public information : ASN-SFRO scale
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• The events are rated on an 8-level severity scale (from 0 to 7, as 
INES)

• The scale refers to an international clinical classification and
incorporate clinical grading tables already used by practitioners
(CTCAE-Cancer Therapy Evaluation Program)

• Grade 1 (mild effects)

• Grade 2 (moderate effects)

• Grade 3  (severe effects)

• Grade 4 (serious or life-threatening effects) 

• Grade 5 (death)

Public information : ASN-SFRO scale
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if  nber of  patients > 1, sign + 

is added to the level

Public information : ASN-SFRO scale
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Public information : ASN-SFRO scale

For level >= 2
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Public information : incident notice
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The radiotherapy department is responsible for its own

communication

ASN information gives the rating of the event on the ASN-

SFRO scale and is mainly focused on the steps taken by 

ASN to assess the situation and draw out the necessary

safety conclusions

The physician must have informed the patient within the 

maximum legal period of 15 days (L. 1142-4 of the Public 

Health Code)

Public information : who does what?
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ASN-SFRO scale rating of events

(patients in radiotherapy)

A majority of events level ≤ 1

Less than 10 level 2 each year

(8 in 2010, 4 in 2011, 2 in 2012, 5 in 2013, 3 in 2014, 7 in 2015) 

ASN-SFRO scale

rating of events

(criterion 2.1) 

between 2013 and 

2015

About 200 notifications in 2015 (criterion 2.1)


